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Msgr. Putrimas from Canada and Father Burkauskas, Pastor,
with the Cardinal.

r e f l e c t i o n s

ast year Lithuanians throughout the world honored Our Lady of Šiluva by
celebrating the 400th anniversary of the Marian apparitions which took place
in Lithuania. From Brazil to Rome, from Los Angeles to Boston, from
Chicago to Hartford, from Vilnius to Philadelphia solemn Masses, devotions
and hymns echoed in the churches of our Lithuanian communities. One of
the last celebrations to take place in the United States was in Philadelphia
when Cardinal Justin Rigali came to Saint Andrew’s Lithuanian Church in
October. National costumes, church banners, trumpets, choir, altar boys, and
a church full of prayerful souls all united to celebrate what took place in the
village of Šiluva in 1608.
But unlike many other Lithuanian communities, where the 400th anniver-
sary awoke an awareness and devotion to Our Lady of Šiluva, the parish-
ioners of the three Lithuanian churches in Philadelphia already had a tradi-
tion of devotion rooted in their hearts. St. Andrew’s Lithuanian Church has
a beautiful mural at the main altar depicting the Šiluva apparition and 
St. George’s Lithuanian Church has a hand carved statue in its sanctuary of 

CCeelleebb rraa tt iinn gg   OOuu rr   LLaaddyy   ooff
SŠ̌ iilluu vv aa   

Cardinal Rigali celebrated the Holy Mass with eight priests.

Cardinal Rigali, the Archbishop of
Philadelphia, greets the altar boys.

The procession prepares to enter the church.  

The beautiful altar of St. Andrew's Church enshrines the apparition
at Šiluva. 

L
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Our Lady of Šiluva. Each year, in soli-
darity with the pilgrims in Lithuania
who journey to Šiluva on Sept. 8th, pil-
grims from Philadelphia’s Lithuanian
parishes travel to the chapel of Our
Lady of Š iluva in the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception in Washington, D.C. The
bus pilgrimage brings to the ornate
Lithuanian chapel the devotion that
unites them with the pilgrims praying
at Šiluva in Lithuania.
Before the school closed at Saint
Casimir’s Parish, altar boys were
included in the pilgrimage of young
and old who brought flowers and
hymns to the feet of Our Lady’s altar in
the spacious basilica church. The year-
ly Mass is attended by the Philadelphia
pilgrims and Lithuanians living in 
the Baltimore-Washington, D.C. area.
Tourists and pilgrims visiting the
Basilica are also drawn to the
Lithuanian chapel on September 8th 
on hearing the singing of Lithuanian
hymns and seeing the chapel illumined
and decorated for Holy Mass.
This yearly pilgrimage keeps alive in
the hearts of Lithuanian-Americans the
devotion to Our Lady of Šiluva and the
message the Mother of God brought to
Lithuania in 1608. This year the pil-
grimage will take place on Tuesday,
September 8th. Lithuanian Catholics
are encouraged to keep alive the devo-
tion to Our Lady of Šiluva which was
celebrated around the world last year.
Plan to participate in this annual 
pilgrimage by calling St. Andrew’s
Rectory at 215-765-2322 for details. 

Rev. Peter
Burkauskas

Rev. Peter
Burkauskas is 
the pastor of 
St. Casimir and 
St. Andrew
Churches in
Philadelphia,
PA.

*Most photos by
Rimas Gedeika

Pilgrims pose for a group picture on the front steps of the
Basilica after celebrating Holy Mass before heading back
to Philadelphia. 

The altar boys from St. Casimir's
Lithuanian Church always enjoyed 
participating in the annual pilgrimage
on September 8.

Father Burkauskas at the altar in the
chapel of Our Lady of Šiluva in the
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
in Washington, D.C.

The Lithuanian Choir of St. Andrew's
Church and brass ensemble solemnized the
Mass with inspiring music and hymns.

An honorary arch of Lithuanian
sashes bids the Cardinal farewell as
he leaves the church. 

Cardinal Rigali gratefully admires
the picture of Our Lady of Šiluva
that was presented to him by 
the parish.



Lithuanian Cultural
Legacy in America
Dr. John Vytautas Dunčia

It was with great interest that I read the book
“Lithuanian Cultural Legacy in America.” The book
was published by the Lithuanian American
Community this year on the occasion of Lithuania’s
1000th year anniversary.  Edited by Algis Lukas, it
covers the history of Lithuanians in America and the
churches, monasteries/convents, clubs and halls,
organizations, businesses, ethnic festivals, youth
camps, newspapers, artistic monuments, and cemeter-
ies that they have created and/or left behind. The hard
cover book contains over 350 photos and 224 pages of
material illustrating what the three waves of
Lithuanian immigrants built and established here in
America.  

The one lasting impression that the reader takes with
him/her is that the “first wave” of immigrants (late
1800’s-early 1900’s) sacrificed so much to build
churches and halls in America and poured millions of
their hard earned dollars into helping establish the
newly founded republic of Lithuania in 1918. The
numbers in today’s dollars are staggering considering
that the earliest immigrants worked in the coal mines
of Pennsylvania, the textile factories of the Northeast,
and the slaughter houses of Chicago. Two million dol-
lars of Lithuanian Liberty Bonds were purchased by
Lithuanian-Americans which today would be worth
forty million dollars. It is estimated that between
1915 and 1920 Lithuanian-Americans sent back home
about ten million dollars (worth about 200 million
today). During the 22 years of independence (1918-
1940), Lithuanian-Americans sent their relatives in
Lithuania an estimated thirty million dollars (375 

million dollars today). One can only bow in reverence
to the sacrifices that first wave of immigrants made
for Lithuania and for their communities here in
America.  

The second wave of immigrants built beautiful
churches too and established youth camps, which
yours truly attended during his younger days at
Dainava (MI) and Neringa (VT) and elsewhere. The
camp pictures in the book brought back many won-
derful memories in which my love was kindled for the
Lithuanian language, history, customs, and most
importantly people. One thing I noticed while looking
at the pictures of the churches built or renovated by
the second wave immigrants is that many of them had
stained glass or sculptures done by the artist Vytautas
Jonynas. I would be interested in what the readers
think of his style. I can see the genius behind the
work, but I just can’t appreciate the modernism. I am
sorry, but I want Jesus to look warm, loving, and
human, just as he does in St. Faustina’s commissioned
painting of Jesus, Divine Mercy, which can be found
in almost every Catholic Church around the world,
the original hanging in Vilnius in the Divine Mercy
Chapel (for more infomation see www.gailestingumas.
lt  and www.mercyimages.com).

What I mostly appreciate is the editor’s attention to
providing the addresses of all of the Lithuanian
churches covered in the book. Thus there is no excuse
for missing Sunday Mass if one is visiting Los
Angeles CA, Cincinnati OH, Baltimore MD,
Brooklyn NY, Maspeth NY, Cicero IL, Chicago IL,
Boston, MA, Philadelphia PA, New Britain CT,
Mahanoy City PA, Waterbury CT, Scranton PA,
Providence RI, Worchester MA, Elizabeth NJ, Grand
Rapids MI, Hartford CT, Wilkes-Barre PA, East 
St. Louis IL, Cleveland OH, Washington, D.C.,
Dayton OH, Maizeville PA, and Southfield, MI!   

One can obtain the book for $40.00 plus $10.00 ship-
ping and handling. Checks are to be made payable to:
LAC, Inc., Cultural Affairs Council.

The address is:

Lithuanian-American Community, Inc.
15100 Interlachen Dr., Suite 526, 
Silver Spring, MD 20906-5606.

Every Lithuanian household should have a copy of 
this book.                    Happy reading!
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Answer to Trivia Quiz
on page 24

Dictionary/Žodynas
Who wrote the first dictionary of the Lithuanian
language?

(a) Pranicškus Šrubauskas
(b) Jonas Jaknavičius

( c) Konstantinas Širvydas

b o o k  r e v i e w
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(No.30)
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